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Gods and Things: Looking at and Beyond Korea through the Lens of Material Religion
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# & : Laurel Kendall (Senior Scientist in Residence, American

Museum of Natural History)
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This presentation describes the growth of a comparative project. It

begins with a consideration of Korean shamans and how the paintings
in their shrines operate as seats for the gods that Korean shamans
(mudang, mansin) serve in their practice. It describes the development
of a comparative project concerning the use of ritually enlivened carved
images in the practice of Vietnamese mediums and the work of
empowered masks in Bali. Parallel understandings of image-making
and 1mage-enlivening enabled a broad conversation. Differences of
nuance between these three examples—the relationship between god,
image, and the shaman or medium—enabled a deeper understanding of
what it means to be a Korean shaman.
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