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The Art of Light in Multispecies Encounters:
photographing bioluminescence in post-military islands -
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Discovered in Matsu in 2012, “blue tears” (@ form of marine bioluminescent

microorganism) have since attracted increasing attention. Beginning with the art of light, and
Intertwining photography with multispecies concerns, this article explores how the process of
picture-making with blue tears continuously generates and transforms relationships between
humans and nonhumans, as well as between the islands and the ocean. Through this lens, it
further investigates the inner lives of those who have lived on these islands, both newcomers
and local residents: their sense of place and ethical imaginations of an island world.
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